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Attention will be paid to the potential effects on valued visual resources, chiefly sensitive
residential and recreational receptors.

6.4.12 Preliminary Landscape Baseline and Existing Conditions
6.4.12.1 Site Description

The proposed Baird gas storage site is within the existing Bacton Terminal. The location
of the proposals is mainly towards the north west of end of the terminal site adjacent to
existing infrastructure. The proposed pipelines would exit the north east boundary and
cross the beach.

The site is located on the generally flat coastal plain and the nearest settlements are the
villages of Mundesley 1.5km north-west along the coast and Bacton 1.0km south east
along the coast. The hamlets of Paston and Knapton are inland 0.5km and 1.5km
respectively from the site. The town of North Walsham is approximately 5km to south
west of the site.

6.4.12.2 Landscape Designations

The Norfolk Coast Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty is located close to the site and
the boundary is defined by the western edge of the entire Bacton Gas Distribution
Terminal.

0.4.13 Landscape Context

The context of the proposal site comprises the existing installations of the Bacton
terminal including buildings, tanks, a high lattice tower, vents and stacks. A linear block
of woodland occurs within the western site boundary. The Perenco site forms the central
section of the Bacton Gas Terminal Complex and is bounded immediately to the east and
west by other gas installations. The wider terminal is bounded by farmland and small
areas of woodland to the south. A minor road the B1159 is along the southern site
boundary. The Paston Way passes within 0.5km to the south of the site and follows the
sea wall that shares the northern boundary of the site.

The existing Bacton Terminal is well lit and the night time view is of lighting throughout
the site and on high structures. Proposed low level lighting within the Perenco section of
the terminal would be assessed.

933841 - Baird Gas Storage Project 56 23/10/2009
EIA Scoping Opinion
BD-017-EV-RPT-001



The landscape character is a low plateau that slopes gently towards the sea and lies
within the Countryside Agency’s ‘North East Norfolk and Flegg’ Countryside Character
Area (79) and within Coastal Plain landscape type and the ‘Bacton to Sea Palling’
Character Area (CP1), North Norfolk Landscape Character Assessment, June 2009.

It is anticipated that there will be a negligible impact on the view from the cliff path as
the new facilities will be in line with the existing visual impression of the Terminal.
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7.0
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SUMMARY OF SCOPING

Table 10 below provides a summary of the potential environmental issues that have been

considered in this Scoping Opinion and a suggestion of their inclusion or exclusion from

the Environmental Impact Assessment.

Table 10: Summary of Scoping Suggestions
Potential Impact Scopln.g Reason
Suggestion
Air Emissions In Mitigation measures put in place for construction. Air
modelling of emissions required to assess
environmental impact of new combustion equipment.

Archaeology and Out Unlikely to be any significant impact on local sites.

Sites of Historic

Interest
Contaminated In SPMP identifies no cause for concern, however ground

Land Assessment condition review will be undertaken.
Coastal Out Reinstatement of revetment after the temporary works
Protection will mean no significant impact on coastal protection.
Landscape and In Assessment required to determine the visual impact of
Visual Impact new equipment.
Light Impact Out Mitigation measures during design will mean impact is
likely to be insignificant.

Loss of Amenity Out Construction on the beach will avoid peak tourist times
and mitigation measures will be taken to minimise
impact.

Noise and In A noise assessment will be conducted to determine the
Vibration impact of new equipment.
Plants and In A habitat assessment will be conducted to consider the
Animals ecological impact of the proposals.
Public Safety Out Controls will be put in place to ensure public safety
during construction. This is also regulated by the
Health and Safety Executive through other controls.

Socio-economic Out There will be positive national impacts through
security of energy supply. Measures will be taken to
prevent negative impacts locally.

Protected Out It is not considered that there will be an impact on local
Conservation protected conservation sites.
Sites
Traffic and In A traffic and transport assessment will be made and a
Transport travel plan created to manage potential impacts.
Waste Disposal Out Insignificant quantities of waste will be generated.

These will be managed by the contractors and under
the Waste Management Plan. This is also regulated by
the Environment Agency through other controls.
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Water Quality

Out

It is not considered that there will be a significant risk
of water pollution as a result of the proposal. This will
be regulated by the Environment Agency through
other controls.
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8.0

CONCLUSION

The project plan as proposed at this outline stage represents the best available option.

Construction works will create the main potential environmental impacts from the
project. The majority of the potential construction environmental issues will have no or
negligible impact. The main potential impacts are likely to be associated with: noise and
traffic. Action can be taken to reduce these impacts by suitable mitigation measures.
Where impacts do occur only a small number of people are effected and the effects are
temporary.

The partners in the Bacton Storage Company, Centrica and Perenco, will work with
NNDC to establish working methods, controls and procedures to reduce so far as is
reasonably practicable construction impacts; this will include liaison with the local
community and prior notification of unplanned events (e.g. unplanned night working).
To this end an outline ‘Environmental Management Plan” will be submitted with the
planning application to affirm BSCL’s commitment to effective management and control
of the potential environmental issues associated with this project.

The potential noise impact of the operation of the new facility can be mitigated and will
not exceed the ‘Code of Practice on Environmental Noise - Bacton Terminals” K-factor
for large, new development at the Terminals. Operational air quality impacts will be
minimal and will be reviewed and regulated by the Environment Agency under the
Environmental Permitting Regulations.

The potential visual impact on of tall structures such as the gas heaters will be reviewed
in a Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment. The location of these structures within
the Bacton Terminals site makes it unlikely that they will significantly alter the skyline.
However, bearing in mind the local sensitivity to this issue, BSCL will liaise closely with
NNDC to identify and minimise so far as is reasonably practicable any visual impact
from the gas heaters.

The location of the facility on land within the Perenco terminal will impact on immediate
flora and fauna and will be in area of potentially contaminated land. Whilst it is
expected that the development will not have a significant impact on flora and fauna and
that there is little likelihood of contamination of land being a significant issue, studies
will be completed as part of the EIA process to confirm or counter this view.
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As this project involves a pressurised pipeline, public safety is a factor that needs to be
considered. =~ However, this will be reviewed and regulated by the HSE under the
Control Of Major Accident Hazards Regulations.
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